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Message from the
Director General of
Civil Aviation

A little over a century ago, two
brothers, Wilbur & Orville Wright
built a contraption in a bicycle
shop and flew it a few miles south
of Kitty Hawk in North Carolina,
America on December 17th, 1903.
Man had now begun to fly. Over the
years, several pioneers improved and
improvised. With global conflicts,
the military advantages of “air”
craft was proven and made these
circus stunt gimmicks into powerful
machines with longer range, greater
height, accurate firepower and more
powerful engines. Soon the dream
had become a competitive industry in
war and peace.

While super-powers maintained “air
forces” to move swiftly as a first line
of defence and aggression against
an enemy, their civilians found a
most efficient and economic mode
of transportation for both people and
commodities. Soon, the challenges
faced at the turn of the 20th century

by pioneers were commonplace and
planes were being built to go higher,
faster and further with every passing
year. The world of aviation was
growing fast. On December 7th 1944,
in Chicago, the leading countries of
the world united to make a uniform
system of governing international
air travel which was now part of
everyday life. This was the birthplace
of the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) known as
Chicago
here on, the aviation world began
setting standards. This was done by
dedicated government regulatory
bodies in each country with a goal

convention and from

of ensuring that as the vast industry
of air travel grew, it would increase
its standards of safety and efficiency
what the end user the passenger
enjoys. The introduction of standards
made the air travel industry one of the
safest modes of transportation if not
the safest. The rest is history...

The ICAO since its inception has

guided the aviation industry in
every discipline associated under 19

Annexures to the Chicago Convention

being Personnel Licensing,
Rules of the Air, Meteorological
Services,  Aeronautical  Charts,

Units of Measurement, Operation
of Aircraft, Aircraft Nationality and
Registration Marks, Airworthiness
of Aircraft, Facilitation, Aeronautical
Telecommunications, Air Traffic
Services, Search and Rescue, Aircraft
Accident and Incident Investigation,
Aerodromes, Aeronautical
Information Services, Environmental
Security, The Safe
Transportation of Dangerous Goods
by Air & Safety Management.

Protection,

In short, under these annexures from
the issuance of a Pilot license to the
Airworthiness of an airplane to the
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security and the facilities at airports
are all internationally directed by
ICAO guidelines.

Nationally, the Government of
Sri Lanka has appointed the Civil
Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka to
regulate the airspace and its uses
by the implementation those ICAO
guidelines via local regulations.
CAASL is the only authority which
is recognized by the United Nations
to communicate with ICAO.

During the last two years the ICAO’s
leadership was prominent in fighting
the COVID-19 pandemic. The ICAO
through the Civil Aviation Recovery
Task Force or ‘CART’ documents,
while working with another United
Nations body, the World Health
Organization together
practical guidelines to the aviation

introduced

industry to safeguard the passengers
and the general public from the virus.

While thanking for the great work
done to the Aviation industry by ICAO
who have made it a safe, practical,
and environmentally friendly
industry, we must not forget the stake
holders who are the benefiters of this
industry but who in turn complied
with all these guidelines issued by
the ICAO and implemented by local

Authorities.

Airlines, Airports, and medical
authorities all over the world worked
as one team to keep the skies and its
end user, the air travelers, safe during

a global pandemic.

We take this opportunity to wish the
ICAO and its stake holders all the
very best on its 77th Anniversary.

Capt. Themiya Abeywickrama

Director General of Civil Aviation
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e0@e3® (CMA- Continuous Monitoring Approach)
®O®) 6mBB @®OS 638N pHdDD BBEREN
BDe® sO6@AG GrSd @D CODE MHOBD
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B0 BOE ®OS 6e38) eodN®ec
PEDSD O5EHE 60 DHBE HODDES.
Do® ee0d (Assembly), coeim ©d  /
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DSBS 5t
Salvatore Sciacchitano ®»x)
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@ QB HEMEEE HOBE e O
6Qw®DOmIcG. B8 ICAO 28Bred 6dm® 6@t
DOED DOD 0 DHBBEHBO O® 5O @RG.

DOBBRE @® 6D
Juan Carlos Salazar ®»o»

ICAO »8s8Ben B8 ®® 6@m®DOG) 6@
eMe@®DIed Juan Carlos Salazar ®®o) QD
Desd M e 53 DO QE.

D 6C®E VMG &MY o &S5BS
HOBDDES.

1. ®®& N0 MB@I®E (Air Navigation
Bureau)

2. RO w® DWGI®E (Air Transport
Bureau)

3. 88 20nn 6 Dednm eRem) I
(Legal Affairs and External Relations Bureau)

4., DDBEID HEEIE @IEIo®E (Technical
co-operation Bureau)

5. 303 ®) 6630 mBo®E (Administration
and Services Bureau)
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