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                                                                 Foreword 

                                               
Sri Lanka as a Contracting State to the Convention on International Civil Aviation has an 
obligation to the international community to ensure that the Aerodromes in Sri Lanka are 
maintained as per the standards of the Annex 14 to the Convention.  
 
As per Annex 14 requirements Aerodromes used for International Civil Aviation are required 
to be certified by the State. In addition, as per local regulatory requirements aerodromes used 
for domestic air transport operations are also required to be certified if the maximum 
passenger seating capacity of the aircraft employed in the operation exceeds 30 seats.  
 
The purpose of this manual is to harmonize the procedure for certification of aerodromes 
which does not conform to all the specifications contained in IS 37 – Requirements to be 
Satisfied by the Aerodrome operators for the Certification of Aerodromes in Sri Lanka. 
 
When non-compliances are present, the effects on safety need to be analyzed and alternative 
measures and/or limitations on its use to mitigate any risk which appears due to non-
compliance have to be established. The harmonization of this aspect of the certification 
process is therefore important for ensuring safety.  
 
However, the ultimate goal of this process is to correct the non-compliances or to deal with 
situations where this is not possible, either due to physical constraints like terrain etc.  
 
The officers in the CAA who are responsible to carry out the certification process of 
Aerodromes are required to follow the procedure described in this Manual when granting 
exemptions for Aerodrome Operators 
 
 
 

 
 
AVM Sagara Kotakadeniya (Retd) 
Director General of Civil Aviation and Chief Executive Officer 
Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka                                                                 
28th June 2024 
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    Abbreviations 
 

 
Abbreviations: 
 
CAASL - Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka 
SLCAP - Civil Aviation Publication (published by CAASL) 
DGCA  - Director General of Civil Aviation 
DAE  - Director Aerodromes 
SCAI  - Senior Civil Aviation Inspector 
SCAIAO - Senior Civil Aviation Inspector Aerodrome Operations. 
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1. PURPOSE 

 
 

The purpose of this manual is to harmonize the procedure for certification of aerodromes 
which does not conform to all the specifications contained in IS 37 – requirements to be 
satisfied by the aerodrome operators for the certification of aerodromes in Sri Lanka.  
 
When non-compliances are present, the effects on safety need to be analyzed and alternative 
measures and/or limitations on its use to mitigate any non-compliance have to be 
established. The harmonization of this aspect of the certification process is therefore 
important for ensuring safety. In accordance with section E of IS 37 it is required to conduct 
an aeronautical study for granting exemptions for non-compliances with standards specified 
in IS 30, aerodrome standards in Sri Lanka.  
 
The ultimate goal is to correct the non-compliances or to deal with the situations where this 
is not possible, either due to physical constraints like terrain etc. 
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1.1.  Applicability 
 
This Guidance Material applies to all aerodrome operators issued with aerodrome certificate 
under IS 037. 
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1.2. Non-Compliances 
Non-compliances are primarily related to the following aspects at the aerodrome for which 
some examples are given below: 
 
Facilities and equipment 
- Visual and non-visual aids. 
- Obstacles on the strip and the obstacle limitation surfaces i.e. approach, 
   departure and transitional surfaces. 
- Strip areas - dimensions and quality, inadequate runway strip. 
- Inadequate taxiway width and lack of fillets. 
- Runway end safety areas 
- Inadequate runway – taxiway separation distances. 
- Rescue and fire-fighting vehicles and equipment. 
- Meteorological equipment. 
 
Services and operational procedures 
- Rescue and fire-fighting services 
- Meteorological services 
- Low visibility procedures 
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1.3. Categories of Exemptions 
 
Exemptions for non-compliances shall be:  
 
i. Temporary Exemptions: where non-compliance is expected to be removed and inter-
operability is the predominant aspect of the requirement, such as mandatory signs, 
availability of runway strip etc. 
 
ii. Permanent Exemptions: where non-compliance is not reasonable, be removed and 
interoperability is not the predominant aspect of the requirement, such as the infringement 
of high ground into an obstacle limitation surface etc. 
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1.4. Procedure for Seeking Exemptions 

 
1. The aerodrome operator shall submit separate application for each noncompliance in     

         the prescribed format for seeking exemption (See Appendix - I). 
 

2. The application for exemption shall be supported with the reasons for noncompliance,  
         safety assessment reports, means of mitigation and indication as to when compliance     
         can be expected. 
 
3.   An application for a standard exemption includes: 
 
i.  the applicant’s name and address. Name of aerodrome where exemption is being sought 

(Aerodrome certificate number to be quoted if already issued). 
 

   ii. the relevant provisions of IS 30 for which the exemption is sought. 
 

ii.  the category under which exemption sought (temporary / permanent) and justifiable 
reasons why the applicant needs the exemption. The reasons provided should be 
detailed and self-explanatory. 

 
iv. the period for which the exemption is required. 
 
 v. whether the exemption will affect a particular kind of operation, the details thereof. 
 
vi. the action plan for rectification and review of non-compliance for temporary exemption,  
     including the mitigation measures adopted for ensuring the safety during the exemption   
     period. 
 
vii. Risks arising due to non-compliance after carrying out a safety assessment and          
      Mitigation measures adopted to reduce the identified risks 
 
viii. Undertaking by the certificate holder that he shall annually review the conditions or 
mitigation measures and any other resultant noncompliance in particular when and 
significant changes in the activity or aerodrome developments are proposed. 
 

4. The applicant should forward the application in the prescribed format to the Director 
General of Civil Aviation for consideration for granting exemptions with the supporting 
documents. Failure to provide adequate information may delay processing / refusal of 
the application. 

 
5. When the deficiency in respect of the exemption granted is rectified the aerodrome 

operator shall notify the DGCA. 
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1.5. Procedure to be followed by Aerodrome Inspectors when grating 
Exemptions 

 
1) The Director General of Civil Aviation will forward the request to the Aerodrome 

Inspector through the DAE 
 
2) The Aerodrome Inspector shall conduct an aeronautical study and recommend to the 

DAE whether the exemption can be granted and if so conditions which should be 
imposed to grant the exemption based on the aeronautical study. 

 
3) Based on the above recommendation and the observations of the DAE, He/She will 

recommend DGCA to grant/refuse the exemption to the Aerodrome Operator. 
 

4) Once the exemption is granted, it shall be included in the aerodrome manual. 
 

5) The SCAIAO will inform SCAIAIS to include the exemption in the AIP. 
 

6) The exemption granted shall be reviewed during renewal of the certificate. 
 

7) When the operator informs the DGCA of the rectification of the deficiency in respect of 
the exemption granted, the DGCA will notify the same to the SCAIAO through DAE. 

8) The SCAIAO will conduct an inspection to assess the rectification. 
 
9) If SCAIAO is satisfied with the rectification, he/she will recommend DGCA through DAE 

to remove the exemption from the Aerodrome Manual and inform SCAIAIS to remove 
the exemption from the AIP. 
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Appendix – 1 – Application for Seeking Exception 
 
1. DETAILS OF APPLICANT 
 
1.1. Name of Aerodrome: 
 
1.2. Aerodrome Certificate Number: 
 
1.3. Full name of applicant (in capital letters): 
 
2. DETAILS OF EXEMPTION SOUGHT 
 
2.1   Relevant provisions of IS30 for which exemption is sought: 
 
2.2   The category under which exemption sought (temporary/ permanent): 
 
2.3   Reasons why the exemption is needed (The reasons provided should be detailed and self-    
        explanatory): 
 
2.4   Period for which exemption is required: 
 
2.5   If the exemption will affect a particular kind of operation, the details thereof: 
 
2.6   For temporary exemption, the action plan for rectification 
 
2.7. For temporary exemptions, risks identified after conducting a risks assessment and   

measures adopted to mitigate risks identified for ensuring the safety during the 
exemption period: 

 
2.8. For permanent exemptions risks identified after conducting a risks assessment and                  

measures adopted to mitigate risks identified for ensuring the safety during the 
exemption period 

 
I hereby certify that the forgoing information is correct in every respect and no relevant 
information has been withheld. I also undertake the responsibility for annually reviewing the 
conditions or mitigation measures and any other resultant on-compliance in particular when 
any significant changes in the aerodrome activity and development are proposed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 
 
DATE……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
NAME…………………….……………………………………………….. 
 
(in capital letters) 
 
POSITION HELD……………………………………………………….. 
(with official seal) 
 
 
 
 


