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(‘“"" Offences against Aircraft Act, No. 24 of 1982

[Certified on 26th July, 1982]
L.D.—O. 19/81.

~ AN ACT TO GIVE EFFECT TO CERTAIN CONVENTIONS RELATING TO
THE SAFETY OF AIRCRAFT TO WHICH SRI LANKA HAS BECOME A
PARTY, NAMELY—

(a) THE CONVENTION ON OFFENCES AND CERTAIN OTHER ACTS
COMMITTED ON BOARD AIRCRAFT, SIGNED AT ToKYO ON
SEPTEMBER 14, 1963 ;

(b) THE CONVENTION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL
SEIZURE OF AIRCRAFT, SIGNED AT THE HAGUE oN DECEM-
BER 16, 1970 ; AnD

- (c) THE CONVENTION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL
ACTS AGAINST THE SAFETY OF CIVIL AVIATION, SIGNED AT
MONTREAL ON SEPTEMBER 23, 1971,

AND TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH,

WHEREAS Sri Lanka is a party to the aforesaid Conven- Prcambile.
1 :':\:tions 3
- | And Whereas by these Conventions certain acts committed
~against, or in relation to, aircraft are recognized to be
criminal according to the general principles of law recog-
nized by the community of nations :

And Whereas, it is obligatory on Sri Lanka by inter-
national law, to provide for the punishment of these acts
under the law of Sri Lanka:

_ Be it therefore enacted by the Parliament of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka as follows :—

-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Offences against Short

Lireraft Act, No. 24 of 1982. ;igia

dates of
(2) The provisions of section 2 and Part I of this Act °oPeration.
shall come into operation on the date of enactment of this

Act.

(3) The provisions of Part II of this Act shall be deemed
for all purposes to have come into operation on July 3, 1978,
being the date on which—

(a) the Convention for the suppression of unlawful
— seizure of aircraft, signed at the Hague on December
k,' fa 16. 1970 : and
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(b) the Convention for the suppression of unlawful acts.
against the safety of Civil Aviation, signed at
Montreal on September 23, 1971, i

~ entered into force in respect of Sri Lanka, and accordingly

any person who has committed, on or after July 3, 1978, any |

act or omission which constitutes an offence under that

- Part shall be liable to be tried and punished for such offence |

- under the provisions of that Part. : [

gampetf;t 2. The Director of Civil Aviation appointed under the
" Air Navigation Act, shall be the Competent Authority for

the purposes of this Act.

PART 1
t]‘s;[xr::ttfr 3. The Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette,
Ci

contrac certify which are the contracting states for the purposes of
Saies. 0 the Convention. Every such Order shall be conclusive
Cimreition. evidence of the matters so certified. ""
gggiﬂgigim 4. (1) Any act or omission committed, or taking place, |
:;2!!‘1 ok on board a Sri Lanka aircraft in flight or on the surface of °

3‘.’1’%‘5‘3.5&"“ the high seas or of any other area outside the territory of
Sri Lanka any state, which if committed or taking place in Sri Lanka |
o——. would have constituted an offence under the law of Sri |
Lanka, shall constitute that offence, whether such act or

- omission is committed by a citizen of Sri Lanka or not.

(2) Where an offence under the law of Sri Lanka is
committed on board a Sri Lanka aircraft in flight or on the
surface of the high seas or of any other aregguiiide the
territory of any state (not being an offence of a political

nature or based on racial or religious discrimination), such
offence shall, if it is an offence which if committed in Sri

Lanka would have been triable under the law of Sri Lanka—

(a) by a Magistrate’s Court, be tried by the Magistrate’s
Court of Colombo; or

- (b) by the High Court, be tried by the High Court |
holden in the judicial zone of Colombo, )'
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5. Every Commahder of a Sri Lanka aircraft shall be

deemed to be a peace officer mthm'themeanmg of the Code -

of Criminal Procedure Act, No. 15 of 1979, and may exercise,

in relation to any offence referred to in section 4, any power -

conferred on a peace officer by that Act.

~ 6. (1) The provisions of the Schedule to this Act, being

the provisions of Chapter III of the Convention, shall have
force of law in Sri Lanka, so far as those provisions relate
to the powers of a Commander of a Sri Lanka aircraft in
relation to offences and acts committed on board such air-
craft when such aircraft is in flight or on the surface of the
high seas or of any other area outside the temtory of a
state. |

(2) In the event of any inconsistency between the pro-
visions of theScheduletothisActamltheMonsofany
other law, the provisions of that Sd:edule shall prevail over
such other law. o

7. Any person who;esists or obstructs the Commander
of a Sri Lanka aircraft in the exercise of any powers con-
ferred on him by the provisions of the Schedule to this Act
shall be guilty of an offence under this Part of this Act.

8. Any member of the crew of a Sri Lanka aircraft who
fails or refuses to assist the Commander of the aircraft to
restrain any person on board that aircraft when required or
authorized to do so by such Commander in the exercise of
any powers conferred on him by the provisions of Article 6
- of the Schedule to this Act shall be guilty of an offence
under this Part of this Act.

Provisions
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Chapter

IIT of the
Convention
to have
force of
law in

Sri
Lanka.




*
4 Offences against Aircraft Act, No. 24 of 1982 Py

Failure

of

aircraft
Commander
to report
disembarka-
tion of
offender or
to

notify the
intention
to deliver
offender, to
be an
offence,

Offences
under
this
Part of
this Act.

Commander
of aircraft
registered
in

contracting
state to be
allowed to
disembark
or deliver
parsons

in
accordance
with the
Convention.

Duties of
Competent
Authority
on the
delivery
of a
person,

L)

9. The Commander of a Sri Lanka aircraft who fails to
comply with the provisions of—

(a) section 2 of Article 8; or

(b) section 2 of Article 9,

of the Schedule to this Act shall be guilty of an offence
under this Part of this Act.

10. (1) Any person who is guilty of an offence under this
Part of this Act shall, on conviction after summary trial
before a Magistrate, be liable to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding one year and to a fine not exceeding twc_
thousand rupees.

&

(2) Where a power is conferred or a duty imposed, by
the Code of Criminal Procedure Act, No. 15 of 1979, on a
Magistrate in respect of an offence triable by the High
Court, such power or duty shall, in relation to an offence
under this Part of this Act, be exercised and performed by
the Magistrate’s Court of Colombo. V%

b Y
11. Where the Commander of an aircraft registered in a
contracting state notifies the appropriate authorities in Sri
Lanka that he intends to disembark any person in
accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of the Schedule
to this Act or to deliver any person in accordance with
Article 9 of the Schedule, such Commander shall be allowed
to land his aircraft in Sri Lanka and to disembark or deliver
such person. The appropriate authorities in Sri Lanka shall

take charge of any person so disembarked or delivered. .

12, (1) Where any person is delivered in accordance
with the provisions of Article 9 of the Schedule to this Act to
the appropriate authorities in Sri Lanka by the Commander

of an aircraft registered in a contracting state, the Com-
petent Authority shall—

(a) make a preliminary inquiry into the facts ;

(b) assist the person so delivered in communicating with
the nearest appropriate representative of the state
of which such person is a national ;

(¢) notify—

(i) the contracting state in which such aireraft is
registered ; i

fo
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(ii) the state of nationality of the person so deli-

vered, if such person is not a national of Sri
Lanka ;

(iii) any other interested state,

of the fact that such person has been so delivered
and the circumstances that warrant his detention,

(2) Upon the conclusion of the preliminary inquiry
eferred to in paragraph (a) of subsection (1), the Com-
petent  Authority shall report his findings to the states
referred to in paragraph (¢) of that subsection and shall
indicate to them whether Sri Lanka intends to exercise
jurisdiction over the offence to which the preliminary
inquiry relates. ' ' '

13. Where no—
(a) criminal proceedings are instituted against ; or
(b) proceedings are commenced for the extradition of,

.y person disembarked in aceordance with Article 8 of
; e Convention, or delivered in accordance with Article 9
of the Convention by the Commander of an aircraft regis-
ered in a contracting state and such person desires to
continue his journey, he shall be allowed to proceed to a
destination of his choice. If however, such person does not
desire to continue his journey, the Competent Authority
may, if such person is not a citizen of Sri Lanka, return

to the state of which he is a national or permanent
esident or to the state from which he commenced his jour-
ney by air.

14. A person shall not be deemed, by reason only of his
having been delivered to the appropriate authorities in
Sri Lanka in accordance with Article 9 of the Convention
or his having been disembarked in Sri Lanka in accordance
with Article 8 of the Convention, to have been allowed to
enter Sri Lanka,

15. Any act committed on board an aircraft registered
a contracting state, which constitutes an offence under
he law of that state shall, for the purposes of the Extradi-
ion Law, No. 8 of 1977, be deemed to have been committed
{ thin the jurisdiction of that state,

."";]

Aa

against him.

Disembarka-
tion or
deliv:
d

to be
permission
to enter Sri
Lanka.

not

Offences
committed on
aircraft
registered in
a contractin
state deeme
to be
committed in
that state,




Interpre-
tation.

Offences on
agai.nst

17. (1) Any person who—
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16. In this Part of this Act—

“ Convention ” means the Convention on offences and
certain other acts committed on board aircraft
signed at Tokyo on September 14, 1963 ;

“ contracting state” means a state which is a party to
the Convention ;

“in flight” in relation to an aircraft means the period of
time commencing at the moment when power is
applied for the purpose of take-off of the aircraft
and ending at the moment when the landing run
ends ;

“Sri Lanka aircraft ” means an aircraft registered in Sri

' Lanka under the Air Navigation Act, not being an
aircraft used in military, customs or police services.

PART II

(a) on board a Sri Lanka aircraft in flight, unlawfully *
by force or threat thereof or any other form of
intimidation, seizes, or exercises control of, that
aircraft ;

(b) unlawfully and intentionally performs any such act
of violence against a person on board a Sri Lanka
aircraft in flight as is likely to endanger the safety
of that aireraft; or 2

(c) unlawfully and intentionally destroys a Sri Lanka
aircraft in service; or

(d) unlawfully and intentionally causes such damage to
a Sri Lanka aircraft in service as renders it

~ incapable of flight or as is likely to endanger its
safety in flight ; or

(.e-) unlawfully and intentionally places or causes to be
placed in a Sri Lanka aircraft in service by any
means whatsoever, any device or substance which
is likely to—

(i) destroy that aircraft; or

(ii) cause such damage to it as to render it
incapable of flight or as is likely to endanger
its safety in ﬂi,g_ht; or
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(f) unlawfully and intentionally causes such damage or
destruction to, or makes such interference with the
operation of, any air navigation facilities used in
international air navigation as is likely to endanger
the safety of a Sri Lanka aircraft in flight ; or

. (g) unlawfully and intentionally communicates informa-
tion which he knows to be false endangering the
safety of a Sri Lanka aircraft in flight,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Part of this Act and
shall be liable, on conviction after trial before the High
Court holden at Colombo, to imprisonment for life.

- (2 Any person who attempts to commit, or abets the
' mmismon of, an offence under subsection (1) shall be

be liable, on conviction after trial before the High Court
holden at Colombo, to the same punishment as is prescribed
for the first-mentioned offence.

@rthls subsection, “abet” has the same meaning as in
sections 100 and 101 of the Penal Code.

S
=
m Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the
“ode of Criminal Procedure Act, No. 15 of 1979, every
der this Part of this Act shall be—

D (a) a mﬂe offence ;

(waaWable offence,
10 (48) dgs
wiﬂpip m , and for the purposes, of that Act;

and so long hﬂe Crumnal Procedure (Special Provisions)
Law”ﬂ@f"liﬁ 1978, is in force every such offence shall be
deemed %‘:ihduded in the First Schedule to that Law.

e

(2) Where a power is conferred or a duty imposed, by
the Code of Criminal Procedure Act, No. 15 of 1979, on a
Magistrate in respect of an offence triable by the High
Court, such power or duty shall, in relation to an offence
under this ‘Part of this Act, be exercised and performed by

@e Magistrate’s Court of Colombo.
oM/

: guilty of an offence under this Part of this Act and shall

Offences
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cognizable
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bailable.




8 Offences against Aircraft Act, No. 24 of 1982

Acts com- 19. (1) Any person, whether he is a citizen of Sri Lanka
‘;.‘}L,‘?f;’;‘ in or not, who commits, on board, or in relation to, a foreign

relation to, a aircrafi, outside Sri Lanka, any act referred to in paragraph
{:‘j,ﬁ?e;g;d (a) or paragraph (b) or paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) or
to be paragraph (e) or paragraph (f) or paragraph (g) of sub-
Ofinges. section (1) of section 17 shall be guilty of an offence under

this Part of this Act and shall be liable, on conviction after

trial before the High Court, to imprisonment for life.

(2) Any person who attempts to commit, or abets the
commission of, an offence under subsection (1) shall be
guilty of an offence under this Part of this Act and shall be
liable, on conviction after trial before the High Court, to
the same pumshment as is preseribed for the first-mention-
ed offence.

In this subsection, “ abet” has the same meamng as in
sections 100 and 101 of the Penal Code.

(3) No Court in Sri Lanka shall have jurisdiction to try
an offence under this section except in the following cases,
that is to say—

(a) where the act constituting the offence is committed

in Sri Lanka ; or

(b) where the foreign aircraft on board which, or in (

relation to which, the act constituting the offence
is committed lands in Sri Lanka with the alleged
offender on board ; or

(c) where the foreign aircraft on board which, or in
relation to which, the act constituting such offence
is committed, has been leased without crew, to a
lessee who has his principal place of business in
Sri Lanka, or (if he has no such place of business),
has his permanent residence in Sri Lanka ; or
(d) where the act constituting such offence is an act
referred to in paragraph (a) or par_agraph (b) or
paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) or paragraph (e)
of subsection (1) of section 17 committed in rela-
tion to a foreign aircraft, or the attempt to commit,
or the abetment of the commission of, any such act,
if the person committing such act is present in

Sri Lanka.
goﬁpet_fnfi 20. Where any person is arrested for an offence under
utnoril (s]
make” ¥ this Part of this Act the Competent Authority shall make
?;f;w;‘;i"" a preliminary inquiry into the facts and shall, if the person
E;‘;:y"“t arrested is not a national of Sri Lanka, assist him in com-
personunder ~ municating with the nearest appropriate representative of
this Part the state of which he is a national.

of this Act.
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this Part of this Act, the Competent Authority shall—

(a) if such person is not a national of Sri Lanka, notify
the state of nationality oi that person ;

(b) if the aircraft on board, or in relation to, which such
offence was committed is a ioreign aircraft, notify
the state of registration of that aircrait ;

(c) if the aircraft on board, or in relation to, which such
offence was committed has been leased without
crew to a lessee, notify the state in which such
lessee has his principal place of business, or if he
has no such place of business, notify the state in
which such lessee has his permanent residence ;
(d) notify any other interested state,

of the fact that such person is under arrest and the
circumstances which warrant his detention.

(2) Upon the conclusion of the preliminary inquiry
referred to in section 20, the Competent Authority shali
report his findings to the states referred to in subsection (1)
nd shall indicate whether Sri Lanka intends to exercise
urisdiction over the offence to which the preliminary
inquiry relates. ' :

22. (1) The Extradition Law, No. 8 of 1977, is hereby
amended in the Schedule to that Law, by the addition, at
the end thereof, of the following : —

“(32) Unlawful seizure, or exercise of control, of an
aircraft in flight.

(33) Acts of violence agamst a person on board an
aircraft in flight likely to endanger the safety
of that aircraft.

(34) Destruction of, or danger to, an aircraft in service
as is likely to endanger its safety in flight.

(35) Placing of device or substance on aircraft in
service likely to cause destruction or damage
to such aircraft.

(36) Destruction of, damage to, or interference with,
air navigation facilities used for intemational
air navigation.

(37) C;gmmumcatmn of false information endangering
the safety of aircraft.”.

21. (1) Where any person is arrested for an offence under

Duties of
Competent
Authority.

Amendment
of Extradi-
tion Law,

No. 8 of 1977.

o
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(2) The amendment made to the Extradition Law, No. &
of 1977, by subsection (1) of this section shall be deemed to
have come into force on July 3, 1978. :

23. (1) The Hague Convention shall be deemed, for the
purposes of section 3 of the Extradition Law, No. 8 of 1977,
to be an extradition arrangement between the Government
of Sri Lanka and the Government of a state which is a
party to such Convention, and the Minister shall, notwith-
standing anything in section 4 or any other provision of that
Law, be deemed to have made an Order under section 3 of
that Law in respect of that state with effect from—

(a) July 3, 1978, if such Convention entered into force in
respect of such state prior to July 3, 1978 ; or

(b) the date on which such Convention entered into
force in respect of such state, if such Convention
entered into force in respect of such state, after
July 3, 1978.

Every such Order shall be deemed to have been approved
by Parliament and shall be final and conclusive for all |
purposes. Any state in respect of which an Order is deemed
to have been made under this subsection, shall, for the
purposes of that Law, be deemed to be a treaty state.

(2) The Montreal Convention shall be deemed for the
purposes of section 3 of the Extradition Law, No. 8 of 1977,
to be an extradition arrangement between the Government
of Sri Lanka and the Government of a state which is a
party to such Convention, and the Minister shall, notwith-
standing anything in section 4 or any other provision of that
Law, be deemed to have made an Order under section 3 of
that Law in respect of that state with effect from—

(a) July 3, 1978, if such Convention entered into force in
respect of such state prior to July 3, 1978 ; or

(b) the date on which such Convention entered into force
in respect of such state, if such Convention entered
into force in respect of such state after July 3, 1978.

Every such Order shall be deemed to have been approved
by Parliament and shall be final and conclusive for all
purposes. Any state in respect of which an Order is deemed
to have been made under this subsection, shall, for the
purposes of that Law, be deemed to be a treaty state.
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(3) A certificate under the hand of the Secretary to the
Ministry of the Minister in charge of the subject of Foreign
~ Affairs 'to the effect that any state is a party to the Hague
~ Convention or the Montreal Convention or specifying the
date on which any such. Convention entered into force in
~ respect of any state, shall be admissible in evidence in any
*  proceedings under the Extradition Law, No. 8 of 1977, and
~ shall be conclusive evidence of the matters stated therein.

24. Any act committed on board, or in relation to, an Provision
aircraft, which constitutes— ’f;ﬁ,‘;‘;jflgn

(a) an offence under this Part of this Act; and
(b) an offence under the law of any other state,

shall be deemed, for the purposes of the Extradition Law,
' No. 8 of 1977, to be an act committed not only within the
Jurisdictioﬁ of the state in which such act was committed
| - but also within the jurisdicton of such other state.

. (1) For the resolution of doubts, it is hereby declared gg:ﬁ:}m
.Aat where a request is made under the Extradition Law, relauﬁlgut'?n
' No. 8 of 1977, for the extradition of a person accused of an

i501‘1.'enct-: referred to in this Part of the Act and alleged to

 have been committed at any time after July 3, 1978, such

‘{oﬂence is, for the purposes of the Extradition Law, No. 8

of 1977, an extraditable offence.

' (2) Nothing in section 7 (3) of the Extradition Law,
Yo. 8 of 1977, shall apply to, or in relation to, a person for
iwhosé extradition a request has been made by a treaty
state under that Law if there is provision in the law of that
?state for securing, or if the Secretary to the Ministry of the
‘Minister in charge of the subject of Foreign Affairs
icerti.ﬁes that the Government of that state has given an
undertaking, that such person will not be arrested,
detained, remanded or otherwise dealt with in that state
for or in respect of any offence committed before his
-extradition, other than—

(a) the offence in respect of which the req'ﬁest for
- extradition has been made;
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(b) any lesser offence proved by the facts established
betm‘e the court of commite;al;
(o) any ot.her offence, being an extraditable offence in

respect of which the Government of Sri Lanka may
consent to his being so dealt with.

26. In this Part of this Act—

“foreign aircraft” means an aircraft registered in a
state other than Sri Lanka, not being an aireraft
used in military, customs or police services ;

“Hague Convention” means the Convention for the
suppression of unlawful seizure of aﬁ'ci'aft sxgned
at the Hague on December 16, 1970 ;

“in t in relation to an aircraft, means the period
- commencing at the moment when the external
doors of the aircraft are closed following embarka-
tion and ending at the moment when any such door
is opened for the purposes of disembarkation ; and
includes a period commencing at the moment when |
the aircraft makes a forced landing during the
flight and ending at the moment when the
appropriate authorities take over responsibility for
- that aircraft and for for the persons and property
on board the aircraft ;

“in service” in relation to an aircraft, means the period

commencing at the moment when the aircraft is

- prepared for a specific flight by ground personnel

or the air crew of the aircraft and ending at the

expiration of twenty-four hours from the moment

when the aircraft makes a landing and includes a
period during which the aircraft is in flight ;

“Montreal Convention” means the Convention for the

suppression of unlawful acts agﬁinst the safety of

Civil Avmtmn slgned at Montreal on September
23, 1971. '

“Sri Lanka aircraft” means an aircraft regisiered in Sri
Lanka under the Air Navigation Act, not being an
aircraft used in military, customs or police services.
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SCHEDULE

Cl;nptu III of the Convention on Offences and certain other Acts
?Wﬁed on Board Aircraft, Signed at Tokyo on 14 September
e otk : g . .

rieii '8

1. The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to offences
mdutsmmnﬁttedmahouthbecomminedb&-.upermnon
board an aircraft in flight in the airspace of the State of regis-
tration or over the high seas or any other area outside the
territory of any State unless the last point of take-off or the
next point ofintendedlandmgxssimatedmaState otl;et.hnn-
that of registration, or the aircraft subseque,ntlyﬂhlinﬂze
airspace of a State other than that of registration with such
personsull on board.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1, paragraph 3,
an aircraft shall for the purposes of this Chapter, be considered
to be in flight at any time from the moment when all its external
doors are closed following embarkation untill the moment when
‘any such door is opened for disembarkation. In the case of a
~ forced landing, the provisions of this Chapter shall continue to
~apply with respect to offences and acts committed on board
untill competent authorities of a State take over the responsi-
bility for the aircraft and for the persons and property on board.

ARTICLE 6

1 The aircraft commander may, when he has reasonable
grounds to believe that a person has comnmitted, or is about to
commit, on board the aircratt, an offence or act contemplated in
Article 1, paragraph 1, impose upon such person reasonable
measures including restraint which are nedessary -

&a) to protect the safety of the a.u‘cratt or of persons or
- property therein; or »

(b) to maintain good order and dlaciplme on board ; or

(¢) to enable him to delwer such person to competent autho-
rities or to disembark him in accordance w:th t.he
‘provisions of this Chapter.

2. The aircraft eommander may require or auﬂ:o!ize +he assis-
~ tance of cther crew members and may request or authorize, but
not require, the assistance of passengers to restrain any person
whom he is entitled to restrain. Any crew member or passenger
may also take reasonable preventive measures without such
authoﬂzaﬁonwhenhehasremnablemmdsto believe that
such achonmmmmatelynecessarytopmtectthesaﬁtyd!the
aireraft, or of persons or property therem
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- and the reasons therefor.

ARTICIE T

1. Measures 'nt.restrai.nt imposed upon a person in accordance
with Article 6 shall not be continued beyond any point at which
the aircraft lands unless;

(a) such point is in the territory of a non-Contracting State
and its authorities refuse to permit disembarkation of
that person or those measures have been imposed in
accordance with Article 6, paragraph 1 (c¢) in order to
enable his delivery to competent authorities;

(b) the aircraft makes a forced landing and the aircraft
commander is unable to defiver that person to competent
authorities ; or

(c) that person agrees to onward carriage under restraint.

2. The aircraft commander shall as soon as practicable and if
possible before landing in the territory of a State with a person
on board who has been placed under restraint in accordance with
the provisions of Article 6, notify the authorities of such State
of the fact that a person on board is under restraint and of the
reasons for such restraint.

ARTICLE 8

1. The aircraft commander may in so far it is necessary for
the purpose of subparagraph (a) or (b) of paragraph 1 of Article
6, disembark in the territory of any State in which the aircraft
lands any person who he has reasonable grounds to believe has
committed, or is about to commit, on board the aircraft an act
contemplated in Article 1, paragraph 1 (b).

2. The aircraft commander shall report to the authcrities of
the State in which he disembarks any person pursuan:t to this
Article, the fact of, and the reasons for, such disembarkation.

ARTICLE 9

1. The aircraft commander may deliver to the competent
authorities of any Contracting State in the territory of which
the aircraft lands any person who he has reasonable grounds to
believe has committed on board the aircraft an act which, in his
opinion, is a serious offence according to the penal law of the
State of registration of the aircraft.

2. The aircraft commander shall as soon as practicable and if
possible before landing in the territory of a Contracting State
with a person on board whom the aircraft commander intends
to deliver in accordance with the preceding paragraph, notify the
authorities of such State of his intention to deliver such person

3. The aircraft commander shall furnish the authorities to
whom any suspected offender is delivered in accordance with the
provisions of this Article with evidence and information which,
under the law of the State of registration of the aircraft, are
lawfully in his possession.
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ARTICLE 10

For actions taken in accordance with this Convention, neither
the aircraft commander, any other member of the crew, any
passenger, the owner or operator of the aircraft, nor the person
on whose behalf the flight was performed shall be held responsible
in any proceeding on account of the treatment undergone by the
person against whom the actions were taken.
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